318                                                   LEFTER TO  COURT

we beg leave to forward to you samples of that gold, in order to have it
assayed at the Tower for your satisfaction in deciding the controversy
between these officers. If you think proper we beg leave to refer to their
correspondence concerned on our consultations as noted in the margin.

Lieutenant   Colonel   Keli),   of   the   Madras   establishment,   has
lately made us a tender of a most valuable collection of charts and surveys

of the Carnatic, formed and procured by him during
^Consultation syth      a   j^   cQurse   of  servke  |n   that   country.    We  have

individually examined them. From the apparent
accuracy with which they are drawn and the utility of the plan on which
they are constructed, being calculated both for present use and the
easiest reception of future improvements until the provinces in Decan
and Carnatic shall have been complete]} surveyed, they appear to us a
most important and aiseful acquisition, especially as they comprize the
scene of our present military operations in the Carnatic, and in this
light we understand they have already proved a serviceable guide to
General Sir Eyre Coote in regulating the motions of his army. We have
therefore agreed to accept of them, as an acknowledgement of the sense
we entertained of the work; and to afford some compensation to Colonel
Kelly for the great expence which he must have been at in compiling
them we resolved to make him a gratuity and to recommend him to
you for the appointment of Geographer to the Company in the Carnatic.
In the meantime we have requested that he will continue to furnish us
with such further additions to the geography of the countries which he
has laid down as he may be able to obtain without prejudice or hin-
drance to his military duty as an officer, from his own observations and
enquiries, for which we have promised to allow him a due recompense.

Captain John Buncle, late commander of the Warren cartel ship
which was seized and detained by the French Government at Mauritius,
has presented to us an account of the charges which
^Consultation 23rd     ^ jncurre<j during his imprisonment on that island
for the subsistance of himself, his officers and crew and
for arrears of wages due to them respectively until their discharge from
confinement. As the account upon the whole, considering as we must
do that the ship was unwarrantably made a prize of and the hardships
and losses of the parties severely felt by them, appeared very reasonable,
we agreed to allow it, upon condition that Captain Buncle signed a
paper of indemnification binding himself to refund the amount if at
any time hereafter it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court
of Directors or of this Government that any act was committed by him
which, according to the Pules and custom of war, could warrant the
Government of Mauritius in making the seizure which they did and in
confining himself and his officers as prisoners of war, which Captain
Buncle has accordingly complied with.
24.   Having submitted our proceedings respecting the booty found
Beedfy Gur upon  the  surrender of that  fortress  to  the Company,